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a shout upon the bride's party- It can be easily understood
that exogam3T has always operated to stimulate jealousies and
heart-burnings between clans, and to make the taking of a
wife a still more troublesome and perilous business than even
in civilized life. For it leaves the supply of wives in the
hands of a neighbouring clan, always jealoxis, and often at open
feud, who may suddenly refuse to give their daughters, as in
the famous story of the war between Israel and Benjamin.
Disputes over brides and betrothals have been important in
Bajput history. Socially the custom makes marriage difficult by
narrowing the field of selection, for neither can a man go very far
among strange tribes to seek his wife, nor a father to seek a hus-
band for his daughter; so that a poor man often does not marry
at all, while a rich man of high birth is besieged with applications
for his hand, in order that the stigma of an unmarried daughter
may at least be formally removed. And if there were space
here, we might give some curious facts to show how this diffi-
culty of marriage has been one cause of that constant morcelle-
menty or splitting up into isolated groups, the larger group into
smaller ones, which is a radical law of the d3-namics which
govern the construction of primitive societies. In the old war
times many companies of Eajputs took service with, the Empe-
rors in their distant expeditions to the frontiers, and were
placed under their own leader in charge of the distant border
forts. They settled on- the lands close round these forts;
became the hereditary garrison; and their descendants may
be found occupying the ruined inclosure to this day. But as
these military colonists could not, by reason of distance and
the dangers of travel, obtain wives from, the legitimate clans,
they sometimes took wives in the country of their adoption,
and sometimes intermarried among themselves. In. the former
case they unwillingly founded a new sub-caste ; in the latter
they cut themselves off from the parent clan, and became a
separate impure clan, with numerous internal subdivisions.*
Then again the disintegrating effect of sectarianism among the
Rajputs must at one time have been great; for there are in
Kajputana some distinct c*astes who appear to be of pure
Sajput origin, but to have bee'n detached many generations